
The Stratford-upon-Avon/Shakespeare 
Cycle Ride 

A 40-mile route (maximum!), beginning and ending in Stratford, 
taking in many churches with Shakespeare associations.

 Of the money you raise (calculated on the number of churches you visit), half 
can go to the local church of your choice, and half to the Historic Churches 

Trust.

The route follows minor roads with opportunities to cut back to Stratford for those 
wishing to shorten the overall distance, shown in more detail on OS Landranger 
Map151.

A more detailed version of the route can be seen on http://gb.mapometer.com/en/
cycling/route_195292.html.  Sponsorship forms and further information can be found 
on the Trust's website (www.warwickshirechurches.org.uk). 

There are many pubs and tearooms along the route and some churches may supply 
light refreshments. But make sure you have some water with you. 
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Ride and Stride 2009
Saturday 12 September 2009

10.00 am - 6.00 pm

The Dassett/Southam Route

This just under 30 mile ride around the Dassett/Southam  group of churches is part 
of the annual sponsored ride organised by the Coventry and Warwickshire Historic 

Churches Trust.

Of the money you raise (calculated on the number of churches you visit), half will go to the local 
church of your choice, and half to the Warwickshire and Coventry Historic Churches Trust.

This ride will take in churches at Burton Dassett, Avon Dassett (Churches Conservation Trust), 
Farnborough, Fenny Compton, Wormleighton, Priors Hardwick, Priors Marston, Southam, 
Ladbroke, Bishop’s Itchington and Northend.  You will find it helpful to have with you a copy of 
the relevant 1:25,000 OS map (Explorer 206). 

The recommended route avoids main roads where possible. Before you set off be sure to read 
carefully the safety recommendations on the Sponsorship Form.

It is suggested that Burton Dassett would be a good starting point but you can begin anywhere you 
choose as it is a circular route. It is hoped that most churches will be open. Some may be closed, 
depending on the timing of your ride, but they still count as a visited church.

For a shorter ride, the figure of eight route round just the Dassett group of churches is a more 
manageable 11 miles.
 
If you have time to dismount and explore the historic churches mentioned above you may be 
interested in finding the following:

At Burton Dassett you’ll find ancient carvings, including a Green Man who greets you as you enter 
the building. Medieval wall paintings, recently uncovered and a slope up to the Chancel almost as 
steep as the hill it is built into.

At Wormleighton a magnificent carved oak rood screen, a rare survivor dating from the 1400s. Try 
to find the carved head of a man wearing spectacles and other putting out their tongues!

At Fenny Compton the oak door in the north porch shows traces of bullet holes made during the 
Civil Wars in the 17th Century.

At Ladbroke some notable stained glass, including that from the Kempe Studio. Try to find the 
spider web in the window featuring St. Nicholas.

Participants should obtain the official Sponsorship Forms, which include safety notes.  These and 
other details can be downloaded from the Warwickshire and Coventry Historic Churches Trust 
website at  HYPERLINK "http://www.warwickshirechurches.org.uk" 
www.warwickshirechurches.org.uk ; or can be obtained from Will Hawkes, the Ride and Stride Co-
ordinator on 01789 266415. 
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Notes on churches:

Holy Trinity Church, Stratford-upon-Avon: where Shakespeare and his family were baptised 
and where he is buried 
Guild Chapel, Stratford-upon-Avon, adjoining Shakespeare's old school and a building he 
would have known well
Loxley, St Nicholas church: largely rebuilt in the 1740s-1750s but with some older features 
Charlecote, St Leonard's Church Ð Re-built in 1851-3, but with some fine tombs. One is of 
Sir Thomas Lucy, the owner of Charlecote Park in Shakespeare's day, where Shakespeare 
allegedly poached deer
Hampton Lucy, St Peter's Church – a fine Victorian church, much of it built, 1822-6, with 
final additions made in 1856
Snitterfield, St James's Church – a medieval church where Shakespeare's grandfather, 
Richard Shakespeare, and his father, John, worshipped.    
Bearley, St Mary's Church – extensively restored in recent years but retaining a few old 
features
Wootton Wawen, St Peter's Church – the only church in Warwickshire with substantial 
remains dating back to Anglo-Saxon times   
Great Alne, St Mary Magdalene's Church Ð a humble church, mainly of 1837, tucked away at 
the end of a track  
Aston Cantlow, St John's Church – a medieval church where Shakespeare's mother, Mary 
Arden, would have worshipped as a child, together with her family .
 Wilmcote, St Andrew's  Church Ð a Victorian church built in 1841 now serving the village 
where Shakespeare's grand-father, Robert Arden, had his farm. 
Billesley, All Saints Church Ð largely re-fashioned  in about 1700 but where Shakespeare's 
grand-daughter Elizabeth married John Barnard. 
Temple Grafton, St Andrew's Church Ð rebuilt in 1875 on the site of a church where 
Shakespeare is thought to have married Ann Hathaway  
Binton, St Peter's Church Ð built 1875-6, now famous for its west window commemorating 
Scott's Antarctic Expedition (Scott had married the rector's daughter)
Welford, St Peter's Church – a fine medieval church with Norman features
 Welford, Methodist Chapel -  converted in 1913 from an early 19th century barn
Weston-on-Avon, All Saints Church -  Monuments to members of the Greville family of 
Milcote remind us that this is where the murderer, Lodowick Greville, worshipped. His son 
Edward became lord of the manor of Stratford and would have been well known to 
Shakespeare.  

Read the Safety notes on the sponsorship form and take special care when crossing 
main roads.  Use the cycle-path along the short stretch of A46 near Snitterfield   

To hire a bike for the day, contact: www.stratfordbikehire.com       (tel: 07711 776340)
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